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INTRODUCTION

BERRI-BIJJARGI is a registered charitable trust born on 4" April 2017. The inspiration
behind this project is the Renowned Mathematician & Astronomer Bhaskaracharya (also
known as Bhaskara Il) of the 12" Century who was believed to be born in the Bijjargi Village
of Vijayapura (Bijapur) District. The main reason for the formation of the trust is to promote
mathematics, astronomy - the main areas of Bhaskaracharya’s contribution, and to promote
rural development. The Trust would like to keep the legacy of this great intellectual alive for
the present and future generations. The work of the Trust will begin at Bijjargi which is a part
of the Vijayapura (Bijapur) District where a few child prodigies with mathematical skills have
been discovered. Also, it is the native village of the founder trustee, who himself was
discovered as a child prodigy there.

The vision is to set up a rural campus at Bijjargi. This campus will be an educational
& resource hub in the field of mathematics and astronomy for children of all ages. For
others engaged in agricultural and other livelihood activities it would be a community centre
for information, resource and help centre.
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ACTIVITY REPORT

Bhaskaracharya Educational Resource and Research Institute -
Bijjargi (BERRI-BIJJARGI)

Berri-Bijjargi Trust was formed on 4™ April, 2017. The months of April &
May were spent in getting the premises for the office ready and
planning for the upcoming activities and programmes of the Trust.

The first formal programme of the Trust was held on 1* June, 2017 and
followed up with many more activities during the year till April 2018.

What follows is a write-up, with photographs, of the activities.

SI.No. Programme Page No.
1 Introductory Meeting 05-09
2 Installation of Benches 10-12
3 World Environment Day 13-19
4 Second Introductory Meeting 20-26
5 Mathematics Workshop 27-33
6 Library Opening 34-40
7 New Benches in the Village Bus Stop 41-42
8 Astronomy: Total Lunar Eclipse Viewing 43-45
9 1% Anniversary Programme 46-52
10 Newspaper Reports About BERRI-BIJJARGI 53-54
11 Photo Gallery 55-59
12 Donor Information and Contact Details 60
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Group Photo after discussion about formation of the Berri-Bijjargi Trust in October, 2016

Volunteers along with Trustee Ishwar Chandra Chintamani of Berri-Bijjargi on the day of Registration
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Bhaskaracharya Educational Resource and Research Institute-
Bijjargi (BERRI-BIJJARGI)

INTRODUCTORY MEETING

Date

June 1, 2017, from 10 am to 2 pm

People Present

Elderly citizens of Bijjargi and surrounding Panchayats, Farmers,
Panchayat Members, University Professors, School Teachers, Retired

Librarians, Writers and Doctors.

Details of the Meeting

1. During the meeting, the trustees of BERRI-BIJJARGI Trust presented
the Aims, Vision and Activities of BERRI-BIJARGI Trust to a large group of

citizens of Bijjargi and surrounding Panchayats.

2. The trustees and associates shared that the main work of the Trust
will be the promotion of mathematics and astronomy, and also to keep
alive the legacy of the 12™ century Mathematician and Astronomer
Bhaskaracharya who was born in Bijjargi Village of the Vijayapura

(Bijapur) District.
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3. People present appreciated the aims and vision of BERRI-BIJJARGI
Trust and of setting up of a rural campus which will benefit a large

spectrum of students, teachers and citizens.

4. The following people participated in the discussions:

Ishwar Chandra Chintamani, Ashok H Biradar, Pandit Kanamadi,
Mallikarjun Kade Angadi, R M Masali, B B Desai, Siddagiri A Biradar,
Mallikarjun Gunaki, Dr Pradeep Masali, M A Baali, Ashok R Masali,
Guralingappa Gowda Biradar, Mudhakappa Gowda Patil, S S Loni, M S
Chand Kavate, Gurappa N Biradar, Ramaninga N Biradar, Ashok Savadi,
Saathu R Loni, Mudhakappa Soudhi, Hanumantha Biradar, Annappa
Gowda Biradar, Siddappa Kurani, H G Patil, B C Masali, Mudhakappa
Gowda Biradar, Sangappa Borgi, Vishwanath M Kade Angadi, Srishail H
Biradar, Sachin Biradar, Nagesh Biradar and Prakash Jamakhandi and

many others.

Sign board on the road showing direction to the Trust Office
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Trustee Ishwar Chandra Chintamani sharing the objectives of the Trust with the

participants
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Ashok Masali College Lecturer from Bijjargi speaking about the 12" Century

Mathematician Bhaskaracharya
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Village Senior Mr Patil sharing his thoughts and appreciating the formation of this

new initiative
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Bhaskaracharya Educational Resource and Research Institute-
Bijjargi (BERRI-BIJJARGI)

Installation of Benches on the Main Road

(Bijjargi — Vijayapura Road)

In the month of June, 2017, the BERRI-BIJJARGI Trust installed five
benches alongside the main road leading to Bijjargi, under two shade-

giving trees.

As Vijayapura (Bijapur) is a hot and arid region, these benches will
provide a welcome resting place for morning and evening walkers.

They will also provide a comfortable resting place for passers-by
travelling on this highway, during the day.

Benches in use under the Neem Tree
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Benches in use under the Neem Tree

Painting work in progress
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Second set of benches under the Ficus tree
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Resting on the benches
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Bhaskaracharya Educational Resource and Research Institute-
Bijjargi (BERRI-BIJJARGI)
WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY PROGRAMME

On 5™ June, 2017 children and teachers from B A K High School, Bijjargi,
Trust volunteers gathered at the Institute to celebrate World
Environment Day.

A discussion took place on the importance of saving the environment by
various means: by bringing back greenery to the dry landscape; by doing
rain water harvesting; and by introducing alternative sources of energy.
After the discussion, we followed up with tree planting activity.

Tree-Planting in Bijjargi

On the same day, everybody participated in the tree planting
programme.

| ]
Bhashmachavya Education] Resaurce and Reseasch Instibube Bl Jowg
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Discussion on environmental issues with students

R N Biradar talking about the importance of protecting the environment and giving
ideas for the students’ participation in this effort
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Saplings for planting
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Children picking up saplings for planting

Working together
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Watering the saplings
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Together, with love
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The whole group after planting
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Bhaskaracharya Educational Resource and Research Institute-
Bijjargi (BERRI-BIJJARGI)
SECOND INTRODUCTORY MEETING

Date
July 17, 2017 from 10 am to 2 pm

Background

After the first introductory meeting which was held on 1* June, 2017,
there was a lot of curiosity from many people who were not present at
the meeting. Hence, the Trust held a second meeting to further

introduce the aims, vision and activities to a larger group of people.

People Present at the Second Introductory Meeting

Elderly citizens of Bijjargi and surrounding villages, Farmers, Journalists,
Businessmen, Elected Local Government Representatives, College
Professors, School Teachers, Librarians, Writers, Bankers, Doctors and

Engineers.

Details of the Meeting

1. During the meeting, the trustees of BERRI-BIJJARGI Trust presented
the Aims, Vision and Activities of BERRI-BIJJARGI Trust again to a large

group of citizens of Bijjargi and surrounding areas mentioned above.
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2. The trustees and associates shared that the main work of the Trust
will be the promotion of mathematics and astronomy, and to keep alive
the legacy of the 12" century Mathematician and Astronomer
Bhaskaracharya who was born in Bijjargi Village of Vijayapura (Bijapur)

District and to make Bijjargi a centre for research and educational work.

3. People present appreciated the aims and vision of BERRI-BIJJARGI
Trust and of the setting up of a rural campus which will benefit a large
spectrum of students, teachers and citizens. There were few

suggestions given by the participants for the trust’s work.

4. The following people participated in the second introductory

discussions:

Vasudev Herkal, Chief Reporter of Samyukta Karnataka, Vijayapura, Raju
Bijjargi, Managing Partner of Bijjargi Motors, Ishwara Chandra
Chintamani, Mallikarjun Kade Angadi, M S Chand Kavate, P S Kanamadi,
Mallikarjun Gunaki, Shrishail Masali, Shivanand Masali, Sadashiv
Mamadapur, Lakshman C Masali, Dr P S Masali, Virupaksha Akki,
Hanumantha Biradar, Ramaninga N Biradar, M A Baali, Basavaraj,
President G V V Trust, Bijjargi, Vishwanath M Kade Angadi, Ashok H
Biradar, Gurappa N Biradar, D H Kattimani, Ananda Jogin, Udayakumar B
Yelawar, G G Magadinni, R G Chamakeri, P B Malhari, S M Patil, N G
Kotyal and many others.
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Vasudev Herkal, Chief Reporter of Samyukta Karnataka sharing his thoughts
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[
Raju Bijjargi, Entrepreneur and President, BAK High School, Bijjargi, appreciating
the initiative of this trust

] ke Hmthri».mwmm

Group Discussion
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Dr. M S Chand Kavate addressing the group
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Anand Jogin sharing the importance of mathematics to the children present
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The day 17.07.2017
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Bhaskaracharya Educational Resource and Research Institute-

Bijjargi (BERRI-BIJJARGI)

Mathematics Workshop for High School Children

Date

July 17, 2017, Afternoon: 2.30 to 4.30 pm

Participants and Programme

Forty students from class nine from BAK High School, Bijjargi village,
participated in the Mathematics workshop. They were introduced to
topics in arithmetic and geometry. Using simple teaching aids, they
learned about addition, subtraction, multiplication, division related to
arithmetic. In geometry, the focus was areas and volume calculations.
There was a special emphasis made on the significance of the value of Pi
(r). The session was filled with hands-on demonstrations and vibrant
interactions. It was a very joyful experience for the children

Several adults were also present at the workshop and were fascinated
by the simplicity and effectiveness of the approach.

The workshop was conducted by Koushalya Panchanan, a mathematics
teacher from a Government Kannada Boys Higher Primary School,
No.37, Vijayapura. She has participated in many seminars on
mathematics both at the state and national level. Her contribution
towards mathematics has been recognised by many institutions.
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Few thoughts by the Facilitator -

“Mathematics is not a "hard nut’ to crack. It should be like a peeled banana fruit.
It is a game, a path to discover truth. Keeping this in mind, | devised basic
fundamental concepts in mathematics for children to understand | developed
models. To enable learning mathematics with joy and curiosity, | used teaching

aids to create an activity based learning environment.

To inspire creativity and curiosity in children, they have to touch, feel and examine
objects in early stages of learning. Only then there will be some progress in the

child’s learning.

In my working career, | have felt no child should see mathematics as ‘difficult’.
Only when a child thinks of Mathematics as very easy and interesting, as a subject,
do | feel satisfied. With these reasons, | started developing innovative teaching

aids.

The higher authorities of the education department, my school head master, and
my colleagues encouraged me to develop these modules. Apart from this, my

husband and my children have become supporting pillars in this work.

In the past year, Smt. Sunanda Patil, a very special personality and various teachers
from S. S. High School, Vijayapura have been giving valuable suggestions and
encouragement to continue my work.”

Koushalya Panchanan

(Translated from Kannada)
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Mathematics Teaching Aids Workshop at Berri -Bijjargi.

Sunada Patil (Mathematics Teacher) Introducing the facilitator Koushalya
Panchanan for the day

Facilitator is sharing with the students
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Demonstration of Teaching Aids
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Teaching Aids

Teaching Modules
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Never ending Valve of m (Pi)...
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Whole group from the workshop
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Bhaskaracharya Educational Resource and Research Institute-
Bijjargi (BERRI-BIJJARGI)

Opening of Library

Date: 17" July 2017
Venue: Berri-Bijjargi Trust Office Premises

On 17th July 2017, Berri-Bijjargi library was inaugurated and officially
opened for the public.

At present, the library is located in a small room adjacent to the trust
office with a big, common, multipurpose hall in the front which can be
used as a reading or study room.

The first collection for this library is a combination of personal
collections of the trustees and contributions from the general public
along with the new purchases made from book stores.

The collections include books on mathematics, astronomy and historical
reference books about Karnataka and the surrounding states, with
particular focus on Vijayapura (Bijapur) region. There are quite a few
children’s books along with some books on agriculture and farming. The
collection is a combination of Kannada and English books.

The trust subscribes to daily newspapers, both in Kannada and English
for the public to read. In the days to come, it will subscribe to a variety
of magazines on a wide range of subjects. We hope over a period of
time, the collection of books will increase.

Children and adults are enthusiastically using the facilities of this library.
It has become a new learning centre and a knowledge hub in the village.
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Library Entrance

Newspapers in the Library
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Books on History and other subjects
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Children in the Library

Reading time
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Children Reading Books, Magazines and Newspapers

Reading continues
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Visitors

Visitors in discussion
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Visitors browsing

The new Library
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Bhaskaracharya Educational Resource and Research Institute-
Bijjargi (BERRI-BIJJARGI)

New Seating Benches in the Village Bus Stops

In December 2017, the BERRI-BIJJARGI Trust installed three new
benches in the village near the bus stops. The benches are located in a
place that is accessible to all.

As Vijayapura (Bijapur) and Bijjargi Village is a hot and arid region, these
benches will provide a welcome resting place for people waiting for
buses or a meeting place.

Women waiting for the bus
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Seating Benches

Benches in Use at Bijjargi Bus Stop
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Bhaskaracharya Educational Resource and Research Institute-
Bijjargi (BERRI-BIJJARGI)

Astronomy: Total Lunar Eclipse Viewing Programme

Date: 31.01.2018, Time: 5.00 to 9.00 PM

On this special day a large group of students and other people
from the village gathered near the Berri - Bijjargi premises.

We invited teachers and professors to give a brief general
introduction in astronomy, and more specifically about the
significance and beauty of the lunar eclipse. Many listened in
awe and wonder to the magnificence of the celestial world.

This was followed by a lively discussion about the myths and
beliefs associated with eclipses. The science behind the
phenomena was an important learning for all participants. This
understanding added to the glory of the astronomic event.

The participants were introduced to binoculars and telescopes
which are essential tools for astronomical observation. After this
everybody spent quiet moments enjoying the spectacular total
lunar eclipse unfold right before them.

It was an eventful evening filled with curiosity and learning. The
food and snacks that was provided helped in relaxing the fear
around eating during an eclipse.
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Bhaskaracharya Educational Resource
And Research Institute
Bijjargi Village, Vijaypura District, Karnataka
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Invitation Letter for Eclipse Viewing Programme
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Sunanda Patil addressing the partcipents
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Bhaskaracharya Educational Resource and Research Institute
(BERRI-BLJARGI)

INVITATION

Dear Friends,

You are cordially invited to attend the First Anniversary of BERRI-BLIJARGI to be
held on 04.04.2018, Wednesday at Bijjargi.

The programme will start at 4.30 PM and end at 7.30 PM. We kindly request
you to attend and grace the function.

Looking forward your presence,

Ashok H Biradar and
BERRI-BLUARGI Friends, Volunteers and Well Wishers

Invitation Letter
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Bhaskaracharya Educational Resource and Research Institute-
Bijjargi (BERRI-BIJJARGI)

First Anniversary Programme

Date: 04.04.2018, Time: 5.00 to 10.00 PM

On April 2018, BERRI - BIJJARGI formally completed one year. As part of
this programme, we invited the village school children and the general
public of Bijjaragi along with trustees and volunteers of Berri — Bijjargi.
The evening was exciting.

The programme started at five in the evening with a brief sharing by the
Trust members of the activities of the Trust over the previous year.
There was also an introduction about Bhaskaracharya and his
contribution to mathematics and astronomy and the significance of his
work up to this day.

The Trust’s plan for action for the following year was also shared. A large
audience of about 400 people were present — young children, women,
senior citizens and nonagenarians attended the program. In this forum
the importance of nature was emphasised, especially for a rainfall deficit
area like Bijjargi.

As for the cultural progamme for the day, the evening was filled with
enjoyable performances. All the local, indigenous artists of Bijjargi
village were given the opportunity to share their art. The performers
included folk singers, drummers (Dollu Gayakaru), other musicians on
the tabla, harmonium and keyboard, both men and women alike. All
artists were honoured at the end of the programme.

This was followed up with a hearty dinner for all the participants.
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Anniversary Day Photographs

Inauguration of Anniversary day celebrations

48



Berri-Bijjargi : Activity Report

Anniversary Day Photographs
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Program at the BERRI-BIJJARGI premises
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Anniversary Day Photographs
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Felicitation of seniors and Distinguished Guests on 1°* Anniversary Programme
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Anniversary Day Photographs

Cultural Programme and Felicitation of Artists
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Anniversary Day Photos continued

Participants from Bijjargi and neighbouring villages
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NEWS PAPER REPORTS ON BERRI- BIJJARGI

Article in Samyukta Karnataka Newspaper about the Trust on the 18" of July 2017
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Lunar Eclipse Viewing Programme Report in Samyukta Karnataka 1% Feb, 2018
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NEWS PAPER REPORTS ON BERRI- BIJJARGI

Newspaper Report related to 1% anniversary programme in Prajavani
on 4™ April & 6™ April, 2018
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Article in Samyukta Karnataka g™ April 2018
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Photo Gallery

Side View to Berri-Bijjargi Trust Premises
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Proposed Campus Land Photo’s
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Assorted Photos

Founder Trustees and Other Volunteers Meeting
Dr S Balachandra Rao at Bengaluru

Raju Bijjargi with Trustess & Volunterrs  Early Meetings of Berri—léfjjargi Formation
at Bijjargi Motors in Bijapur

57



Berri-Bijjargi : Activity Report

Tree Sapling Planted in the proposed campus of Berri-Bijjargi Trust
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Shri Siddeshwara Swamiji
Appavar Of Jnanayogashram,
Bijapur and Ashok H Biradar in
discussion and sharing the
progress of the Berri-Bijjargi
Trust’s activities.

Shri Siddeshwara Swamiji is one
of the main inspiration for this
project.

Ashok H Biradar with Shri Siddeshwara Appavar at Suttur Math near Mysore
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Shade giving tree with benches to rest near Berri-Bijjargi Office on the main road

Donor Information: BERRI-BIJJARGI is a registered charitable trust. Donations to
the trust are exempt from Income Tax to the extent provided for under section

80G of the Income Tax Act, 1961. If you wish to contribute towards the work of
the trust, please do contact us.

Contact Details:

Registered Address and Campus:
Bijjargi Village & Post, Tikota Taluk, Vijayapura Taluk District, Karnataka-586114

Administration Office:
Berri-Bijjargi, No.1870/0, 4™ Block, BSK 6™ Stage, Nagegowdana Palya,
Talaghattapura Road, Bengaluru-560109

Mobile No: 9448264318, 9663010111
E-mail: berri.bijjargi@gmail.com
Website: www.berri-bijjargi.in
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